
 
September 2, 2019 
 
It is with profound and utmost sadness that the Greenwood Lake Union Free School District 
announces the passing of long-standing Board of Education member John Finn.  Mr.  Finn, a 
retired educator, was a Board trustee for over 38 years, making him one of the longest standing 
Board members in the state of New York.  
 
His very first meeting as a GWLUFSD trustee was held on May 18, 1981 and he was reelected 
every term thereafter. During his tenure, he served as both President and Vice President of the 
Board and was always on at least one committee each year. As such, he brought a wealth of 
the most senior experience and wisdom to the role.  
 
During his time on the Board, Mr. Finn was always an active member of the District Facilities 
Committee, monitoring numerous upgrades and maintenance projects to instructional spaces 
and capital structures.  During these years, improvements included:  

1995: The addition of the south wing at the middle school - to include classrooms, a 
kindergarten suite, kitchen, and cafeteria/multi purpose room  
2002: Creation of  soccer and baseball fields at the middle school 
2004: Renovation of the elementary school which included adding an elevator, thermal 
windows, replacement of exterior doors and chillers.  
2020 (coming): Upgrades to the middle and elementary School main entrances to include 
renovated office spaces and security vestibules 

 
When asked recently what he was most proud of as a Board member, he referred to two 
initiatives: school choice and stop-arm cameras. He was incredibly proud to have been able to 
implement school choice for high school students - allowing students the ability to choose a 
school that best fits them, all while maintaining leverage to keep tuition rate increases to a 
minimum.  Just this summer, Mr. Finn was elated about the passing of a bill at the state level 
that allows for police jurisdictions to issue tickets for the passing of school buses based upon 
stop-arm camera footage.  Knowing our District already had some stop-arm cameras in place 
was a source of pride for him.  
 
Board of Education President, Susan Selser reflected on Mr. Finn’s contributions, “Mr. Finn was 
an ardent supporter of students. He had the exceptional ability to balance district needs while 
upholding fiscal responsibility to the taxpayers. Whenever we needed to know the history of a 
subject, school board members and administrators alike looked to him for reference. It is evident 
that we will never be able to replace him. His absence will be felt for years to come.”  
 
Superintendent of Schools Sarah E. Hadden expressed similar sentiments, “Losing Mr. Finn 
means we are losing a piece of Greenwood Lake. A pillar in the community and the district, his 
opinion was sought after and respected by many. I often asked for his advice on personal 
matters, for historical expertise on a topic, and for guidance on a multitude of District issues and 



initiatives. I am broken hearted that we will not have his presence at Board meetings and that I 
will no longer see his face in our school hallways. This is a true loss for our District. He will 
never be forgotten.”  
 
John Finn worked tirelessly for almost 40 years to improve the educational experience for 
students. His dedication and commitment was integral to the success and growth of our district. 
He will be dearly missed by all who knew him, for he was a force for good.  Our hearts go out to 
Mr. Finn’s family and we will continue to keep the Finn family in our thoughts and prayers.  
 

************************** 
 
Memorial services will be held at Strong-Basile Funeral Home on September 13th from 
2:00-6:00 pm..  
 
Memorial contributions in John's name may be made to one of his life-long causes: The Crazy 
Horse Memorial Foundation, 12151 Avenue of the Chiefs Crazy Horse, SD 57730-8900, 
https://donate.crazyhorsememorial.org 
 

https://donate.crazyhorsememorial.org/

